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Project Intent  

The City of Lethbridge is inviting artists to participate in a two stage public art competition.  The selected artist will 
receive a commission to design, fabricate and install a public artwork in conjunction with the Helen Schuler Nature Centre 

renewal project currently occurring in Lethbridge, Alberta (population 90,417). The intent of this project is to provide a 
public artwork that embraces the objectives of the Helen Schuler Nature Centre. Visitor’s experience of the river valley 

park and the Centre will be enhanced and their interaction with this unique location will be made more meaningful 

because of the art work.  Artists are encouraged to pay close attention to the special considerations and challenges of the 
area as described in the included background information. 

 
Background 

Objectives of the Helen Schuler Nature Centre - Connecting people with place   
The City of Lethbridge’s Helen Schuler Nature Centre is nestled in the Oldman River Valley in a 200 acre preservation area 

park called the Nature Reserve.  The Helen Schuler Nature Centre offers a variety of nature interpretive programs and 

hands-on exhibits.  The facility sees about 30,000 visitors each year; more than triple that number walk the trails and 
enjoy the natural surroundings.  Additionally each year, Nature Centre staff takes over 10,000 children, between the ages 

of 4 and 14, outside to explore nature in one of Lethbridge’s many river valley parks. Spending time out in nature creates 
an awareness of, and an interest in, our local natural environment.  It stimulates a natural curiosity, a love of learning, 

and can initiate a very positive and long-lasting personal connection to the natural environment. Individuals who 

participate in these place-based learning programs show increased environmental literacy, which means they have the 
attitudes, experiences and motivation to make and act upon responsible environmental decisions.  

 
The values held by Helen Schuler Nature Centre staff, volunteers and partners include: creativity, respect, 

communication, diversity, volunteerism, community engagement, and hands-on, experiential opportunities. Educational 
activities aim to reveal meanings and relationships to visitors of all ages. Our priority is always in providing first-hand 

experiences where indoor activities are leveraged to encourage interaction and discovery with real and natural 

environments.  
 

In 2012, the Helen Schuler Nature Centre began an exciting renewal project.  The facility is undergoing an extensive 
renovation and expansion, which will include improved community, exhibition and lobby spaces.  A fully accessible living 

roof will be the first of its kind in southern Alberta and will be one of several features that will draw in new audiences.  

The facility will demonstrate and interpret sustainable building design and technology through the use of signage and 
exhibits.  

 
Geological History of the Lethbridge River Valley  

Although the city of Lethbridge was born from coal-mining, it is now the glacial soils that anchor the modern day city and 
region in its rich agricultural roots. When glaciers began to move into the area over 100,000 years ago, their main 

influence and effect was to smooth the landscape.  The modern day prairies were leveled as glacial and other debris filled 

in the once rolling landscape that had been created as the Rocky Mountains slowly lifted.   
 

Coulees and the river valley are young landforms in the scale of geological time. They were created just a mere 10,000 - 
12,000 years ago when the last of the glaciers melted. Several theories exist as to the details of how these coulees and 

valleys were formed.  Some see the process as a slow glacial retreat leaving water to flow and sculpt quietly into lower 

lying areas. The newest theories describe a catastrophic melt water event as ice dams holding back immense glacial lakes 
were breached and torrential water forces surged and carved into the landscape. Either way the result of the incredible 

power of water, in both its solid and liquid forms, is seen in the Oldman River Valley today. The valley cuts nearly 100 
metres (300 feet) from the relatively flat prairie uplands above.  



 

Site Considerations 
At the centre of the city of Lethbridge is the classically meandering prairie river; the Oldman River.  Much of its valley, 

which encompasses an area of over 1600 hectares, has been designated as parkland.  The river valley park system is 
divided into many large natural area parks which range in size from 36 acres to 518 acres. Regardless of the unique 

natural, cultural or recreational value each park is known for, they all offer a place of respite from the built environment 

and contribute to the aesthetics of the community by retaining natural features and landscapes.   
 

The ecosystems found within the valley include coulees, wetlands and river floodplains and each have their own distinct 
plant and animal life.  As the valley has seen several waves of intensive human disturbances over the last 100 years (i.e. 

coal mining industry, housing settlements, roads and underground utilities development, recreation-based amenities and 
infrastructure) invasive plant species are of significant concern.  Special consideration will have to be given to ensure the 

work does not lend to the spread of these species.   

 
Other site characteristics that will have to be accounted for include the qualities of a river valley floodplain. The path of 

the river in the valley is always changing.  Fast moving water on the outside bend undercuts steep banks. Slower moving 
water to the inside bend is continually depositing sediments. Major flood events cause the river to change its course 

dramatically, sometimes almost overnight.  Significant flood events usually occur every decade, although there have been 

three seen since 2002. The force of water during floods is very strong and has been known to damage pathways or pull 
large man-made items like signs or benches from their foundation.  

 
From a natural perspective, this cycle of flood disturbance is beneficial. The floodplain forests are here because of river 

flooding and they will continue into the future only with floods. This is because the cottonwood trees in the river valley 
rely on floods to bring nutrient-rich soil from the bottom of the river to the surface of the valley. This sediment provides 

the conditions the delicate seeds need to establish. Every year female cottonwood trees release millions of tiny seeds 

timed precisely for when the river could naturally be flooding. 
 

Contrasting the excess of water during times of flood is the fact that Lethbridge, for the most part, is considered to be 
extremely dry. The city receives just a little over one foot of precipitation a year (annual average 365 mm or 14.4 inches). 

Thanks to its proximity to the Rocky Mountains, it receives a considerable amount of wind. This has a drying effect on the 

air and the soils. Extreme winds can reach close to 100 km/hr and wind speeds of 30 - 50km/hr are common.  
 

The coulees, perhaps better than any other ecosystem reflect the extreme characteristics of our climate. Coulees are the 
steep-sided, v-shaped valleys that border both the west and east side of the floodplain.  They provide a unique transition 

zone to the urban area above. Drought resistant plants and desert-like species (cactus, rattlesnakes and black widow 

spiders) are commonly seen on the coulee slopes that face south. In fact two very distinct micro-climates of north and 
south facing slopes exist. Each displays a completely different plant and wildlife assemblage.  

 
For more information on the Oldman River Valley, the Helen Schuler Nature Centre or the Lethbridge River Valley Parks, 

please visit www.lethbridge.ca/hsnc 
 

Eligibility 

The competition is open to all regional, national and international artists. 
 

Budget 
Total budget for the Helen Schuler Nature Centre Public Art Project is $72,000.00.  This fee will be inclusive of all project 

costs including but not limited to: 

 Artist fees   

 General Administrative expenses 

 All materials 

 Fabrication costs including contracted or third party fees 

 Shipping, delivery and installation costs including any required equipment rentals, labour, utility locates and 

servicing, structural work and required permits 
 All travel and accommodation expenses including travel for site visits, fabrication and installation 

 Insurance, including general public liability insurance of not less than $2,000,000.00 from commencement of the 

artist’s services until written acceptance of the artwork by the City of Lethbridge. 

 
 

 

http://www.lethbridge.ca/hsnc


Selection Process 
 

 Stage I 

 Interested artists are asked to submit a Proposal Package including: 
 A letter of interest  

 A brief description of proposed work or general concept (Renderings may be included but are not necessary) 

 A current artist CV 

 Up to ten high-resolution images of relevant prior work on a CD or DVD  

 A supporting image list including the date, medium, dimensions, and a brief description of past work  

 Names and contact information of three references familiar with your work 

 Additional supporting reference materials 

 A completed Submission Checklist (included in this document) 

 Self-addressed envelope for return of support material if required 
 

The Project Selection Team will develop a shortlist of up to three artists based on the quality of their proposal 
package.  The shortlisted artists will be invited to a site visit in the spring of 2014.  A $1,500.00 per project 

honorarium and expenses for site visit* will be provided to short listed artists invited to participate in the second 
stage of the selection process.   
  
*Airfare or mileage (Transportation to and from airport is the responsibility of the artist.), three day food per Diem 

(receipts up to $50/day) and up to two nights’ accommodation will be provided.  

 
Stage II 

Using information gained during the site visit, artists will prepare and submit design proposals that include: a detailed 
project description, identification of a preferred installation site(s), project budget, proposed materials, project 

timelines and renderings of their proposed design.   
 

The Project Selection Committee will evaluate the design proposals submitted by the shortlisted artists and will select 

an artist to fabricate and install their design using the selection criteria listed below.  The selected submission will be 
recommended to City Council for approval. 
 

Selection Criteria 

 Creativity, innovation, and strength of concept (40%) 

 Sensitivity to qualities of the site (20%) 

 Demonstrated understanding of the environ, the seasonal climate and related conditions as well as the mandate of 

the Nature Centre (20%) 
 Durability and maintenance requirements (20%) 

 

Project Timelines 
Proposal Advertising:  October 1, 2013 

Proposal Submission: January 11, 2014 

Invitation to Short List Artists: February 1, 2014 
Site Visit: March 4 – March 15, 2014 

Final Proposal Submission: July 12, 2014 
Commission Award and Announcement: August 8, 2014 

Installation Deadline: May 1, 2015 
 

How to Apply 

Sealed information clearly marked with the words Public Art – Helen Schuler Nature Centre must be submitted to 
the City of Lethbridge before 4:00 pm local time, January 11, 2014 (as above).  Faxed, emailed, incomplete or late 

submissions will not be accepted.  Late submissions will be returned to the artist unopened.   
 

Please submit complete Proposal Package to: 
  Chair, City of Lethbridge Public Art Committee 

  c/o Carol Thibert 

  City of Lethbridge 
  910 4th Avenue South 

  Lethbridge, Alberta   T1J 0P6 
 

Artists requiring further information are asked to forward inquiries to Suzanne Lint at suzanne@artslethbridge.org 

 

mailto:suzanne@artslethbridge.org


 

 
GENERAL NOTES: 

 As a condition of working with The City of Lethbridge, the successful artist will be required to provide two million 

dollars general liability insurance 
 The artist chosen will be required to provide engineer stamped drawings of the installation procedures 

 The City of Lethbridge reserves the right to reject all proposals without further compensation 

 The City of Lethbridge reserves the right to modify project timelines  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Submission Checklist  
 

 
 A letter of interest 

 
 Project description 

 
 Current artist curriculum vitae 

 
 CD or DVD containing up to 10 high resolution images of recent work  

 
 Image identification sheet 

 
 Three referees including contact information 

 
 Additional reference support materials 

 
 Self-addressed envelope for return of support material 

 


